
Martin Bird’s Prayers for  
Monday 6th to Sunday 12th July 2020 

 

Monday 

Reading – Psalm 145, verses 2 to 9 

Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord and 
most worthy of praise; his greatness no-one can fathom. One generation will commend 
your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts. They will speak of the glorious 

splendour of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 

Lord God, you are amazing, wonderful and worthy of our praise. Help us to praise you every 
minute of every day through all that we do and all that we say and all that we think. May we always 
speak of you to others, telling them all the wonderful things you have done and continue to do. May 

we speak of your majesty through every action and reaction. May people come to know you 
through us, every day and always, Amen 

 

Tuesday 

Reading – Romans chapter 15, verses 1 to 13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Lord God, at this time when so many people feel hopeless, so many people feel anxious and 
worried, and so many people just can’t cope, we ask that you would be with all those who are 

struggling with a mental illness at this time. May they know you at this tough time, and know in their 
hearts and minds that you are the God of hope. So Lord God, God of hope, may you fill all those 

who are struggling for whatever reason that may be, with your joy and your peace, and may those 
who are struggling truly overflow with your hope by the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Wednesday 

Reading – Luke Chapter 18, verses 15 to 30 

People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples saw 
this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little 

children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child 

will never enter it. 

Lord Jesus, help us all to be childlike in our faith and receive the kingdom of God like a child – wide 
eyed and with a real sense of awe and wonder. May we come to you unembarrassed by adult 

thoughts and doubts, and know you as our loving Father. May we run to you saying without worry 
or embarrassment “Daddy, I love you” knowing we are running into your loving arms. Help us too 
to open up the joy of your kingdom to the children and young people we know so we will be doing 
as you said and letting the little children come to you, able to receive the kingdom with childlike joy 

and excitement. Help us to do likewise. Ame  



Thursday  

Reading – Romans 15, verses 22 to the end 

The God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, the last line of Paul’s letter to the Romans simply says “The God of Peace be with you 
all. Amen”. Today Lord, we pray that same simple, but powerful prayer for all people that we know, 
those that know you and those that don’t. We ask today, Lord Jesus, that the God of Peace would 
be not only with all those we know, but with all those we don’t. Be with all countries in your world 

as your world continues to battle the Coronavirus and help us all to work together to come through 
this crisis. The God of Peace be with you all. Amen    

 

 

Friday 

Reading – Luke Chapter 19, verses 1 to 10 – The Story of Zacchaeus 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, 
but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the 
spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at 

your house today.”  So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw 
this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood 
up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the 

poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son 

of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

Lord Jesus, like Zacchaeus, we have all been lost in one way of another – some of us may feel 
that we still are. But like Zacchaeus, there is a way for us to be found, and that way is you. Jesus, 
our Saviour, thank you that you saved Zacchaeus that day in Jericho and thank you for making a 

real difference in his life. We ask, now, that we would all allow you to make that same difference in 
all of our lives, safe in the knowledge that, by doing so, we enter into the most amazing relationship 

ever. And for those who are already in that relationship, we ask that you would help them to see 
that they constantly need to come to you be saved again as we all make mistakes and we all make 
errors. May we continue to come to you, talk to you, be near you, and be saved by you. We can all 

see ourselves in Zacchaeus – help us to hear you say to us what you said to him, “Come down 
immediately – I must stay in your house today.” Help our homes to be always open to you and your 

presence and help us to be quiet enough to feel that presence. Finally, we pray for all those who 
think they can’t possibly be saved – help them to remember what you said that you came to seek 
and save the lost. Through you, and because of you, no one is unworthy of being saved – if they 

come to you, all people will be saved. Thank you Lord Jesus, everybody’s Saviour, Amen 

 

 



Saturday 

Reading – Romans Chapter 16, verses 17 to the end 

Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and 
made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all 

nations might believe and obey him – to the only God be glory for ever through Jesus 
Christ! Amen. 

Lord God, we give you glory today – you are a wonderful, eternal God and worthy of all the glory 
we can give you and more. Thank you so much for sending Jesus to earth, making sure that our 
pathway to you would be opened and would always remain so. Help us when we look at Jesus 

doing what you sent him to do and dying on that cross to save us, to see that we really do have no 
option than then to give you glory. Help us when we see your people doing amazing things to 

remember to give you glory. Help us when we look at your creation to remember that all nature is 
yours and to give you the glory. Help us when we are being praised for what we do for you, to 

never stop giving you the glory. When things are going badly, as things are currently with the virus 
outbreak, or when we are suffering for any reason - even then let us remember to give you the 

glory. You are our Lord, our heavenly Father and the God who saves. We give you the glory, oh 
glorious God, Amen 

 

Sunday  

Reading – Matthew Chapter 13, verses 1 to 9 and 18 to 23 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  When anyone hears the message 
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky 
ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since 

they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because 
of the word, they quickly fall away.  The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone 
who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 
word, making it unfruitful.  But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears 

the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty 
or thirty times what was sown.” 

Jesus, our Saviour and our Friend, thank you so much that you took time out so that your disciples 
could know what the true meaning of the parable of the sower was. Help us, as we read your 

words, now talking to us, to take on its meaning and act on it. Help us to be like the seed which 
falls on good soil. Help us to hear your word and understand it, and to spread it so that we can be 
part of that huge crop to be yielded – people coming to you. May we come to you afresh each day, 
letting you water our seeds, so that we can continue to go out in your name, and spread the good 
news of your death and resurrection to all we meet or talk to. When we do so, may we help them, 
as you help us, to come to you and be more seeds that fall on good ground, as well as part of the 
harvest. May more and more people come to you, as the harvest grows and grows, this day, this 

month, this year, and always, Amen   


